	TRANSITION YEAR UNIT


	1. Title of Transition Unit

	Cultural Studies: Our Cultural Context in the World Today


	2. Area of Study

	Local and Global Citizenship

Moral, Social & Personal Development



	3. Overview

	This unit intends to place students’ learning experience within a context where there is focus on understanding how we define culture, identifying cultures and cultural groups, ethnic minority stereotypes and ways of overcoming these stereotypes.  

Students’ will learn to critically analyse the surrounding world and aspects of popular culture and media, for example TV and film.
Students will engage with local organisations, and be involved in group work and projects to pursue active learning methodologies.


	4. Links

	· Geography and History at senior cycle, Modern languages, English, Irish, Religious education, and CSPE.


	5. Summary Outline of the Unit

	· Students will participate in group discussions to examine their own culture.

· Students will make an oral presentation to the class on their findings.
· Students will be encouraged to participate in Culture Night 2015 and feedback on their experiences.

· Students will be introduced to the everyday expressions of Culture such as language, religion, food, music, dance, sport and costume.

· Students will work together in groups to produce a world map of culture.

· Students will be introduced to different aspects of European and World culture by working with students in the class from different countries (Spain, France, Germany, Austria and Saudi Arabia.

· Students will participate in cultural events such as, a European breakfast, Flamenco dancing lessons and learning the art of origami paper folding. 

· Students will be introduced to Edward T. Hall's Cultural Iceberg Model.

· Students will work as a group to create an iceberg showing their understanding of culture both seen and unseen.
· Students will explore what it means to live in a multicultural society. They will be introduced to terms such as: race, racism, ethnicity and ethnocentrism. 
·  Students will engage in active learning through discursive lessons and activity based worksheets following viewing of for example,  Pavee Lackeen,  Invictus, Witness.
· Students will partake in group activities and discussions of the harmful nature of stereotyping.
· Students will carry out research work into cultures and social exclusion and its effects on individuals.
· Students will identify ethnic minorities and the causes of racism and differentiate between causes and consequences of discrimination..

· Students will analyze and create projects about the representations of race and social class in differing forms of multimedia and popular culture


	6. Breakdown of the Unit

	· Module
· 3 class periods per week

· Half the academic year. Sept –Jan or Jan - May


	7. Aims

	This Transition Unit aims to:

	· Develop learners’ understanding and knowledge of cultural diversity and to equip them with the skills necessary to participate in a multi-cultural society.
· Develop learners’ critical thinking skills through analysing the causes of stereotyping and racism.
· Develop learners’ critical thinking skills through analysing representations of race and social class in differing forms of multimedia through social critical theories.


	8. Learning Outcomes

	On completion of this unit students should be able to:

	· Define culture and discuss its various expressions.

· Explain how stereotyping results from often negative generalisations especially in relation to marginalised groups in society.
· Participate in group discussion on the impact of racism and stereotyping on people’s lives.

· Demonstrate respect and empathy towards groups / individuals who are at risk of or experiencing social exclusion.

· Devise a campaign that would have the potential to raise awareness of and help combat racism.

	9. Key Skills
	How evidenced

	Information Processing


	Researching, recording and evaluating information related to culture / racism / stereotyping in different countries using a range of sources.

	Critical and Creative Thinking


	Critically evaluating the effects of the stereotyping of different cultures, ethnic minorities and adapting their own ideas to address racism and social class and the harmful effects of stereotyping.  This shall be achieved through a study of social critical theories.


	Communicating


	Listening to other points of view and expressing opinions in small groups and class discussions.

Presenting work orally to the class.


	Working with Others


	Organizing and delegating work within a group, taking responsibilities for sharing the work and completing it in the agreed timeframe.  

	Being Personally Effective


	Being able to give and receive feedback on class presentation.



	10. Methodologies

	· Group work, project work, research, use of ICT, worksheets, self-evaluation and small assignments.


	11. Assessment methods



	· 100 credits to be divided between written work, oral presentation, creative art work and participation.



	

	12.  Literacy

	To support the development of  literacy skills the following strategies will be employed in the classroom:
· Reading books, newspapers and magazine articles

· Asking students to read aloud
· Compiling and displaying graphic organizers
· Defining and displaying key words
· Writing summaries
· Peer teaching

· Creating power point presentations

· Comparison matrix

· Visualizing

· Map work


	13. Numeracy

	To support the development of numeracy skills the following strategies will be employed in the classroom:

· Interpretation of graphs
· Map work using statistical information
· Course unit on the Euro
        14. Resources

Geography text book, History text book, ICT, videos and dvds, you tube, worksheets, research via the internet, photographic material, euro notes and coins and students’ own resources.



