	TRANSITION YEAR UNITS



	1. Title of Transition Unit

	French


	2. Area of Study

	Acquisition and maintenance of French Language and French Culture.

	3. Overview

	· To develop the four skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing.

· To encourage learner autonomy.

· To broaden awareness of French, La Francophonie and culture.

· To promote French as a living language.


	4. Links

	· Building on the 4 skills acquired for the Junior Certificate and special emphasis on developing students’ oral and cultural knowledge for the Leaving Certificate.


	5. Summary Outline of the Unit

	September to Christmas:

· Students will practice speaking the language through group and pair work.  Oral topics will include description of self, family, pastimes, my area, school and holidays.  The five minute oral challenge will take place in this term.
· Students will practice reading comprehension, writing and grammar exercises from various textbooks
· Students will watch and analyse popular French films with the help of worksheets etc Amelie, Les Choristes, Etre et Avoir, Joyeux Noel.
· Students will extract information in aural comprehensions from various textbooks.
January to March
· Students will work as above but classes will include exam revision in preparation for February exams, with an emphasis on writing, reading and listening.  Also students will be doing 2 weeks work experience during this term.

· The French Theatre for Schools will visit in February. The students will prepare for participation through learning vocabulary and doing worksheets.

April to May
· Students will work as above but with special emphasis on diary entries.  Students will be encouraged to keep a journal for a specified number of days a week. 


	6. Breakdown of the Unit

	Three classes, 40 minutes, per week.  Therefore 60 hours in total.

	7. Aims

	This Transition Unit aims to:

	· To develop oral, aural, written and comprehension skills.

· To build on students’ knowledge of grammar and further develop general language awareness and language structures.

· To encourage learner autonomy through ICT work.



	8. Learning Outcomes

	On completion of this unit students should be able to:

	· Students will be able to answer question and give details from recorded material in French.

· Students will be able to extract relevant specific information from a range of articles and texts.

· Students will be able to produce written material in French communicating feelings and activities relevant to their day to day routine in TY.

· Students will be able to engage in a general conversation on topics covered throughout the year.



	9. Key Skills
	How evidenced

	Information Processing


	Learners will access information from a range of sources and communication technologies in relation to topics being studied i.e. vocabulary, grammar, cultural.

They will develop the ability to process and record acquired information and appropriately in context. use this knowledge in assessment and productive tasks



	Critical and Creative Thinking


	Learners will learn to develop analytical skill through comprehensions.

Learners should be encouraged to think imaginatively in the application of vocabulary and grammatical structures.



	Communicating


	Learners will engage in listening and dialogue around relevant topics within the group and also in pair work.

Learners will improve their communication skills in the target language through listening, oral preparation and pair work.



	Working with Others


	Willingness, commitment, developing confidence in working in pairs in the target language.

	Being Personally Effective


	Learners will become more confident, evaluate their performance and achieve personal goals by their involvement in class activities and pair work.

	10. Methodologies

	· Whole class teaching i.e. grammar, vocabulary etc.

· Pair work i.e. role plays, oral presentations.
· Use of ICT i.e. Cultural and language building/drilling websites.

· Student Self-Assessment 
· Drama (visiting theatre company).
· Using DVD/VIDEO and accompanying worksheets.

· Using French Songs and recordings.


	11. Assessment Methods

	Ongoing
·  Oral questioning in class.

· Homework.

· Worksheets.

· Grammar and vocabulary tests.

· Written production.

· Reading comprehension.

· Aural comprehension.

	Culminative - Reports
December
Grade based on oral challenge
February
Formal house examination: writing, reading comprehensions, listening sections
May

Grade based on homework and assignments


	12. Evaluation

	· Students will learn to take responsibility for their own progress in the four skills of language acquisition.

	13. Resources

	DVD; Amelie, Les Choristes, Etre et Avoir, Chocolat, Joyeux Noel
Bien Dit textbook (Teacher Copy)
Songs: various different styles, recordings
French websites:

Onlinelanguageresources.com

Ashcroft

Le Figaro

Bbc.co.uk

Languagesonline
Linguascope.com.



	14. Literacy

	· Creating posters for classroom  - both handwritten and digitally produced
· Keeping vocabulary lists in a copy/folder
· Using dictionaries or online resources such as www.wordreference.com to check spellings

· Using ICT to prepare a presentation


	15. Numeracy

	· Revision of numbers 

· Telling the time – 12 hour and 24 hour clock

· Writing dates in French


