	TRANSITION YEAR UNITS



	1. Title of Transition Unit

	Analytical Skills – History



	2. Area of Study

	Source Analysis



	3. Overview

	This course focuses on source analysis. It will concentrate on methods and techniques for students to use to improve the way they collect, collate and analyse source information. 



	4. Links

	History


	5. Summary Outline of the Unit

	Week 1 – Introduction to the course and general overview.

                 Students will be instructed to bring in two sources. This will facilitate a class discussion.

Week 2 - Analyzing historical and modern photographs. Students will base discussion around the reliability of photographs and the issue of airbrushing. 

Week 3 – Film - Mississippi Burning.
Week 4 – Discussion and analysis of the film.
Week 5 – Documentary on Mississippi Burning. 
Week 6 – Students will use a template of questions to compare the documentary to the film. Discussion will be based around which is a more reliable source.
Week 7 – Analysis of political cartoons.
Week 8 – Analysis of newspapers.


	6. Breakdown of the Unit

	2 lessons (40 minutes) a week for 8 weeks.



	7. Aims

	This Transition Unit aims to:

	Develop student’s knowledge on types of sources available to them.

To enhance students analytical skills.



	8. Learning Outcomes

	On completion of this unit students should be able to:

	· Analyse and interpret a film based on the American civil rights movement.

· Analyse and interpret a documentary based on the American civil rights movement

· Analyse and interpret cartoons and newspapers.

· Interpret historical photographs.

· Communicate effectively with their peers.

· Students will develop their analytical skills.


	9. Key Skills
	How evidenced

	Information Processing


	Researching and recording source information on a weekly basis

	Critical and Creative Thinking


	Understanding the value of source analysis. Analytically studying sources on a weekly basis.

	Communicating


	Presenting research findings to class, listening to others points of view. Developing and communicating opinions effectively


	Working with Others


	Listening to one another’s presentation of sources. Organising and delegating work within a group, taking responsibility for sharing the work and completing to an agreed time frame



	Being Personally Effective


	To present two of their own personal sources to the class. To analyse historical sources and share their findings with the class. To complete further independent research on a particular source of interest, using the analytical skills which have been focused on in class. 



	10. Methodologies

	Group work, pair work, ICT, investigation work, investigation work, problem solving and decision making, class presentations.



	11. Assessment Methods

	Ongoing

Group work, presentation of sources, classroom discussion and analysis.


	Cumulative
Independent research on a particular source of interest. 



	12. Evaluation

	As part of the self-assessment students will complete an evaluation sheet and discuss this with the teacher.



	13. Literacy and Numeracy Strategies

	Literacy

· Students will develop reading skills by reading and analyzing the background information to photos, the films and the documentary.

· Students will develop speaking and listening skills by listening to each other’s ideas, communicating and debating ideas, and making presentations


	Numeracy

· Students will develop their numeracy skills by referring to the dates on particular sources.



	14. Resources

	· Template of analytical questions

· Mississippi Burning - Alan Parker. 

· The True Story of Mississippi Burning.

· Iconic Photos Websites

· PowerPoint, YouTube. 

· Newspaper Clipping




