	TRANSITION YEAR UNITS



	1. Title of Transition Unit

	The assassination of U.S. President John F. Kennedy



	2. Area of Study

	Modern U.S. History



	3. Overview

	This course will focus on the events leading to and resulting from the assassination of U.S. President John F. Kennedy. Students will gain an understanding of American society in the 1960s while also learning about the internal and external tension caused by the ongoing Cold War. The assassination itself will allow students to connect in a real way to a major event in modern history.


	4. Links

	History, Geography, Economics


	5. Summary Outline of the Unit

	Week 1 – Introduction to the course and general overview. Students will be asked what the know about JFK – these will be written on the whiteboard. Students will discuss what they know of the Cold War and major events during it at the time such as the Bay of Pigs invasion, 1961 and the Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962.

Week 2 – Issue handout to students on the early life of JFK from birth to his election as President in 1960. State to the students that we will watch the 1991 film 'JFK' by Oliver Stone. Proceed to begin watching the film in the second class. 

Week 3 – Recap with students from last week – JFK's early life and the cast of characters seen in the film the students watched in the last class – JFK, Lee Harvey Oswald, Jim Garrison, etc. Continue to watch film.
Week 4 – Recap with students events seen in the film in the last class – the deepening of Garrison's investigation into the JFK assassination and then proceed to watch film. In the second class, divide students into different groups who will analyse different aspects of JFK's life and assassination – birth and early life, 1960 election, handling of Cold War crisis, assassination, Warren Commission investigation and conspiracy theories.
Week 5 – Recap on last week's viewing of the JFK film. Proceed toward the court trial scene in the film.
Week 6 – Students will watch the last remaining and discuss what they think of the court trial led by Jim Garrison. Issue handout to students about the various conspiracy theories linked to the assassination.
Week 7 – Issue materials to students for the creation of posters based on the the different theme each student's group has been assigned.
Week 8 – Finish off posters with students.


	6. Breakdown of the Unit

	2 lessons (40 minutes) a week for 8 weeks.


	7. Aims

	This Transition Unit aims to:

	To help students:

· Gain an understanding of 1960s America.

· Develop their analytical skills by using primary and secondary sources.

· Increase their knowledge of President JFK and his assassination.

· Improve their communication skills.

· Acquire new organisational skills.


	8. Learning Outcomes

	On completion of this unit students should be able to:

	· Analyse and interpret a film based on American history.

· Analyse and examine primary and secondary sources.

· Interpret historical documents.

· Communicate effectively with their peers.

· Students will develop their analytical skills.


	9. Key Skills
	How evidenced

	Information Processing


	Researching and discussing historical events on a weekly basis.

	Critical and Creative Thinking


	Understanding the value of historical investigation. Analytically studying sources on a weekly basis.

	Communicating


	Presenting research findings to class, listening to others points of view. Developing and communicating opinions effectively.



	Working with Others


	Listening to one another student's research and viewpoints. Delegating work within a group, taking responsibility for sharing the work and completing to an agreed time frame.



	Being Personally Effective


	To present work on a poster and bring their own ideas and opinions. To engage effectively with classroom discussions each week after watching the JFK film or when working within their own group.



	10. Methodologies

	Group work, pair work, ICT, investigation work, investigation work, problem solving and decision making, class presentations – posters.


	11. Assessment Methods

	Ongoing

Group work, classroom discussion and analysis.


	Cumulative

Presentation of posters collectively assembled.



	12. Evaluation

	As part of the self-assessment students will complete an evaluation sheet and discuss this with the teacher.


	13. Literacy and Numeracy Strategies

	Literacy

· Students will develop reading skills by reading and analyzing relevant handouts.

· Understanding key terms in class handouts.

· Students will develop speaking and listening skills by listening to each other’s ideas, communicating and debating ideas, and making presentations


	Numeracy

· Students will develop their numeracy skills by referring to the dates relevant to Cold War events and JFK's assassination.



	14. Resources

	· Whiteboard and markers.

· The Kennedy Assassination: The Truth Behind the Conspiracy that Killed the President by David Southwell
· JFK (1991) by Oliver Stone
· Class handouts
· Poster materials
· PowerPoint, YouTube
· Newspaper clipping



